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tlease His friend before publication, but would not retouch
his pieces afterwards; and I believe not one word of Cato,
to which. I made an objection, was suffered to stand."

AD BISON'S HUMOROUS ACQUIESCENCE.

ONE slight lineament of the character of Addison Swift ha?
preserved. It was his practice, when he found any man in-
vincibly wrong, to flatter his opinions by acquiescence, and
sink him yet deeper in absurdity. This artifice of mischief
was admired by Stella.

ADDISON'S KNOWLEDGE OP THE HUMAN CHARACTER.

IT appears, notwithstanding his bashfulness and timidity,
that Addison had conversed with many distinct classes of
men, had surveyed their ways with very diligent observation,
and marked, with great acuteness, the effect of different
modes of life.

He was a man in. whose presence nothing reprehensible
was out of danger; quick in discerning whatever was wrong
or ridiculous, and not unwilling to expose it. " There are,"
says Steele, " in his writings many oblique strokes upon
some of the wittiest men of the age." His delight was more
to excite merriment than detestation; and he detects follies
rather than crimes.

Dr. Johnson beautifully says of him, " He had read with
critical eyes the important volume of Human Life, and knew
the heart of man from the depths of stratagem to the surface
of affectation."

ADDISON's DEFINITION OF CONVERSATION.

EUSTACE Budgell reports of Addison that he used to say,
" There was no such thing as real conversation between more
than two persons." He defined a man's talking to a friend,
in whom he had entire confidence, thinking aloitd"

FASTIDIOUSNESS  OF ADDISON, NEGLIGENCE  OF  STEELE.

THE fastidiousness of Addison, in regard to his literary
compositions, is no less remarkable than the general negli*
gence of his friend and coadjutor Steele.

Mr. Eichard Nutt, one of the first printers of the Tatler,